Comprehension questions

1.  What impression do we get of Mary Maloney from the opening to this story? Pick out some words to describe her. 

2.  How do we know that Mary is happiest when in her husband’s presence?  
3.  “'I'll get it!' she cried, jumping up.” What does this line tell you about the relationship Mary has with her husband?
4.  We are shown a very comfortable and familiar routine.  What is the first sign that something is different that Thursday night? 

5.  Dahl intentionally leaves out the most important conversation between Mr and Mrs Maloney.  Why does he do this, what effect does it have?  What do you think he said to her?
6.  Why do you think Mr Maloney was leaving his wife? (There is no exact explanation in the text; you'll have to make a guess here!)=
7.  What influence does Mrs Maloney's pregnancy have on the story?

8.  Why is Patrick's profession important?

9.  Explain in detail how Mrs Maloney goes about covering up what she has done?

10.  What is the meaning of the phrase ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ (you may need to look this up).  How does this relate to the story?  Do you think it is a good title?  

